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Carolina, have nominated Hon. W. W, Holden as
the Republican candidate for Governor.

— In Bates county, Missouri, a lady who had
been divorced from her husband on account of
“‘incompatibility,”’ has again fallen in love with
him and re-marmi

——The Charlotte Democrat says that one mil-
lion and a half of dollars has been paid out in that
place for cotton since the first of last October.—
Nine hundred and seventy bales were purc!
there last week.

—— There are now on Ward's Island, New York
harbor, one thousand able-bodied emigrants, liv-
ing upon the charity of the commissioners of emi-

tion. Strong efforts are being made to induce
em to settle in the South.

——The process of conducting_divoree suits has
reached great perfection in the West. They reg-
ularly time them there. One has been granted in
Terre Haute, Ind., in a minute from the time the
trial began—the best time yet made.

——The farmers of Woodford county, Kentucky,
have organized means for the substitution of white
for negro labo and the former, mostly German,
are arriving in the country from the east at the
rate of twenty-five or thirty a week.

——Gen. Gustavus W. Smith, late of the Con-
federate army, and at present in charge of the
Southwestern Iron Works, and Rolling Mill at
(Chattanooga, has recently been pardoned by Pres-
iident Johnson. s

———The Supreme Court has overruled the mo-
tion heretofore made to dismiss the appeal in the
MecArdle case for want of jurisdiction. The case
will, therefore, come up for argument on its merits,
as previously arranged, on the first Monday in
Marc

——The New York Journal of Commerce says,
with refcrence to the prospects of trade, that “‘the
increasing demand for cotton goods and the daily
advance in prices, gives much satisfaction to man-
ufacturers, and is one of the signs of better times.”

A number of gentlemen met at the Astor
House, in New York, on Thursday, for the pur-
pose of perfecting an organization for the purchase
of Virginia lands from insolvent owners, and throw-
ing them into market in small lots, for the benefit
of men of moderate means.

—— A spendthrift, who had nearly wasted all
his patrimony, seeing an acquaintance 1n a coat
not of the newest cut, told him he thought it had
been his great-grand-father's coat. “‘So it way,"
said the gentleman, ‘‘and I have also my great-
grand-father’s lands, which is more than you can
m "

e S ———

—— Heretofore the city railways of Philadel-

hia have always given out free passes to the
Eity Councils. This year they do not, and iu re-
venge the City Councils have passed an ordinance
that where the fare is seven cents they shall pay
one cent for each nger to the city treasury.
The companics. hesitate whether to give out the
passes, reduce the fare, or pay the tax.

—— Daniel Webster in a disqussion on the influ-
ence of the Press, spoke as follows: "Ever{l par-
ent, whose son is away from home at school, should
supply him with a newspaper. I well remewber
what a marked difference there was between those
of my schoolmates who had and those who had
not access to newspapers. The first were always
superior to the last 1n debate, composition, and
general intelligence.”

—— The Cincinnati Democracy are moving vig-
arously to secure the holding in that eity of the Na-
tional Democratic Couvention. Cleveland and
Louisville ave also making efforts to the same end,
while St. Loui offers stacks of money as a bid for
the convention. The Democracy of Indianapolis,
however, are quietly moving in favor of their own
city. New England and the Middle States will
press the claims of New York city.

—— A planter, near Savannah, consigned his cot-
ton erop to a merchant of that eity, who sold the
goods, pocketed the money, and then failed, after
which he wrote thus to his confiding countryman:
“Pear friend, I acknowledge I spent your money.
I feel that my God has forgiven the sin, and I
trust that y ill, as I've tak 2 :

efficient in his service, and returned apparently so
much of a Radical that the party quite took to
him. Latterly, however, the old gentleman has
shown a leaning to Mr. Johnson's views, and was
by him restored to the post of ndju_mnt-genem!,
from which Mr. Lincoln transferred him, the Radi-
cals say, onaccount of incompetency ; others say,
of his Demoeratic principles.
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ANOTHER MOVE ON THE BOARD.

“The plot thickens,”” and the political strategy
of the President has manifested itself in an order
deposing StanToN frowm the War Office, and ap-
pointing in his stead, General L. TroMAS, Secre-

| tary, adintarim. The Presidenthas, thereby foreed,

directly upon Congress, the long pending issue of
impeachment. If that body do not pass articles of
impeachment now, they may cease to prate about
it any longer, and leave the President master of
the situation. If, on'the other hand, they do de-
termine in favor of impeachment, the President
believes that such a course will be instrumental in
disintegrating the radical party, and the means of
rescuing the country from their mad gresp. We
have reason to believe that this last move of the
President has been maturely advised and ably
counselled, It is probably the boldest stroke he
has yet made. The country admires his pluck,
and will not fail to applaud it. If impeached in
consequence, his friends will rally to his cause, and
conservative principles may triumph sooner than
expected. If not impeached, the move is a good
one, and will give the strength to his administra-
tion it so much needs. Kither alternative will
produce favorable results, and it is not improbable
that the former is the most désirable of the two.
. ——
THE HOMESTEAD LAW.

The Convention, in Charleston, hasincorporated
in the new Constitution, an article that should have
been in the old one, and a part of the organic law
of every State; that is the Homestead clause, ex-
empting one hundred acres of land and personal
property to the value of $500, from levy and sale.
It is a necessary feature in every government, the
objeet of which is to protect its citizens in times of
adversity. The present suffering condition of the
country is argument sufficient in favor of such leg-
islation; and it was a culpable oversight in our
legislators, that failed to perceive the importance
of such alaw, in times of prosperity, as a wise
preparation for unseen adversities.

But thers is a political deception intended and
perpetrated, in the matter of this homestead ex-
emption, now incorporated in the Constitution.
The late Alabama election has, in its disastrous re-
sults to the Reconstruction Constitution of that
State, shown the Convention men in Charleston,
that their scheme of Constitution making, might,
after all, be repudiated by the people. Hence, it
was necessary to incorporate in their iostrument,
some popular feature like this, te ensure to it the
favor of the white voters. As relief, so much
needed in fact, would, at this time be exceedingly
popular with all classes, the Homestead clause is
the bid for favor to the Constitution. Unfortu-

are too suspicious of being cheated, and others
again, deficient in moral integrity. This last class,
however, would have less chance for swindling in
la farming partnership than in any other kind of
stock companies ; for money is not likely to pass
through their hands as frequently as it does in
mercantile business. Upon the whole, the advan-
tage overbalances the disadvanges of co-operation;
for “in union there is strength.”. The plan has
been successfully tried in England, and it is wor-
thy of a trial here.

THE McARDLE CASE.

One McARDLE, editing a newspaper in Vicks-
burg, Mississippi, was imprisoned last summer by
General OrD, and applied for a release upon ha-
beas corpus, before the U, S. District Court in
that State. The application was refused, and the
petitioner appealed to the Supreme Court. The
case was found at the bottom of the docket, but
was advanced so as to have an early hearing.

Recently, the counsel for the (Government mo-
ved to dismiss the case upon the ground that the
Court could not entertain jurisdiction of such a
question. This motion, after able argument, was
refused by the whole Court, and the case ordered
for a hearing on its merits, on the first Monday in
Mareh.

This case must decide the constitutionality of
the several acts of Congress, known as the “Re-
construction Acts,” by virtue of which Goeneral
ORrD acted in arresting and imprisoning MCARDLE.
Public opinion has long since deciced this ques-
tion, but the Courts have heretofore been silent
uponit. The forthcoming opinion of the Supreme
Court may be looked for with interest, and may
haye an important bearing upon the future of the
country.

WHAT THE CONVENTIONS DOING.
] SOUTH CAROLINA.

“QOur Convention,” up to-last advices, had a-
dopted between eighty and ninety sections of the
new Constitution, the most note-worthy of which
is that relating to homesteads. It appears from
the debates on the subject, that this “tub to the
whale”” was regarded necessary to ensure the a-
doption of the Constitution. The section, as a-
dopted, is indefinite as to whether the exemption
is to apply onold ornew debts, and sn amendment
was tacked on authorizing the Legislature, at its
first session, to enact the laws necessary to carry
the provisions into effect. We imagine that after
the Constitution is adopted, the section will be de-
cided to be prospective only.

Much time is consumed in caucussing, as from
what we can Jearn, nearly every miember of the
Convention is anxious to be the chosen instrument
for executing whatever laws may be made. Ad-
journmentis occasionally talked of, but the 14th of
March is the earliest datementioned for the happy
event. ’

NORTH CAROLINA.

For several days, last week, the Convention had
the Bill of Rights under discussion. A section
prohibiting the marriage of blacks with whites,
was promptly voted down, and a negro delegate
gave notice of his intention to offer an ordinance
removing the present fine upon magistrates and
the clergy for solemnizing marriage between whites
and negroes. The North Carolina negroes, it
gseems, are determined to havesocial as well as po-
litical rights.

During the week, the suffrage question was the
subject of deliberation. Some of the ultra Radi-
cals opposed severe test oaths and disfranchise-
ment, while stringent measures were advocated by
others. The majority of the speeches, however,
were proseriptive,

the execution of said acts, in either of said States,
until such States shall be represented, ete. And
cases from such States -now pending before that
Court shall be dismissed, and all acts authorizing
an appeal, writ of error; habeas corpus, ‘or other
proceeding to-bring before said court for review
any case, civil or eriminal, arising out of the exe-
cution of said Reconstruction acts, are hereby re-

- A bill has pasged the Senate, increasing the pen-
sions of the Revolution and war of 1812. It ap-
propriates $2,000,000. :

Mr. Wilson introduced a bill to restore Alabama.
After the usual preamble it says:

Resolved, That the Constitution of Alabama is
hereby mnred-to be in conformity with the pro-
visions of the act to provide for the more efficient
government of* the regal'Stam, passed March 2d,
1867 ; and whenever the legislature elected under
the saine constitution shall rafify thel4th article to
the Constitution of the United ln}esépmpoaed by
the Thirty-ninth Congress, the said State shall be
admitted to representation_in Congress in accord-
ance with the ﬁﬁs of the United States.

Thad. Stevens opposes special legislation for the
admission of Alabama. - He says that if anything
of the soft is necessary, there might as well be a
wholesale-letting in of'all the Southern States at

onee. ;

The Senate Military Committee passed a resolu-
tion respectfully returning Sherman's brevet nomi-
nation, with a-disapproval of the proposed grade.

A bill has beén introduced in the House, and
ordered to be printed, removing ex-Gov. Holdeu's
disabilities.

In the House, Mr. Bingham introduced the fol-
lowing, which was referred to the Committee on
Reconstruction: *‘Whereas a large majority of the
votes given at an clection, held on the 5th of Feb-
ruary, 1868, were for the constitution presented by
the convention of the people of the State of Ala-
bama ; and, whereas, certain combinations of citi-
zens in said State refused to vote, with the intent
thereby to defeat the efforts of the friends of the
Union to restore the said State to its proper rela-
tion to the Union; therefore, be it enacted, &e.,
that the legislature elect. under the new constitu-
tion of Alabama’be convened at the capital of said
State, as soon as practicable, by order of the Uni-
ted States military commander within the said State
of Alabama, and that upon the ratification by the
said legislature of the fourteenth article of the Con-
gtitution of the United States; proposed by the
thirty-ninth Congress, and the establishment by
law of impartial suffrage within said State as au-
thorized by the said constitution of Alabama, the
gaid State shall be admitted to representation in
the Congress of the United States in accordance
with the laws of ghe United States.”

In the House, on” Saturday last, Thad. Stevens
reported the following resolution :

“lewis That Andrew Johnson, President of
the United States, be impeached of high crimes
and misdemeanors in office.”’

A general debate’ ensued, and the House ad-
journed at half-pdst five, to half-pastseven o'clock,
The vote on the resolution was to have been taken
on Monday last.

MEBE:R;EIETION .
Bills Receivable’’ were quoted, in the Char-
leston papers, on Friday last, at 80 cents.*****In

all parts of Texas lands are now held at about one-
tenth of their value six years ago, and'the tenden-
¢y is still downward.*****"Recently, Stephen Ives,
the proprietor of 2 hotel at Meriden, Coon., ex-
pelled Fred. Douglass from his house, and whip-
ped the editor of Meriden Recorder for comment-
ing on the act.******"The Astor House Hotel in

crupt act. ectionately, your friend.”

—— On Saturday, Judge Kelley presented, in the
House of Representatives, & memorial from three
thousand cofored people -in Mississippi, asking
Congress to make an appropriation to carry them
to Liberia. They say they see no prospeet of sue-
cess by remainivg_among the whites. The latter,
they say, have all the lands, and refuse to give
them fair wages for their lubor, and they therefore
wish to emigrate.

—— The notorious Judge Underwood, a fow days
ago, at Richmond, decided, in a case where an at-
tempt was made to release a man from the custody
of t?w wilitary on a writ of habeus corpus, that
“(ongress, which is the war-making power, had
not yet declared peace, and the country being in a1
state of armistice, the civil courts have no right
to take prisoners out of military custody.” The
case goes up to the Supreme Court.

——-The efforts to secure emigrants from Europe
for Southern settlement are pretty general. Seve-
ral of the Southern railroad and steamship lives,
in order to facilitate emigration, have made ar-
rangements to issue aregular emigrants’ ticket
from New York to all pointsinthe South. A spe-
cial agent is stationed at Castle Garden, New York,
to aceost emigrants on their arrival there from Eu-
‘rope, and prevail upon them to proceed South im-
mediately.

—The probability of a continnous session of
Congress hence to the 4th of March, 1869, is be-
ginning to be discussed among the members, Near-
Iy all the expressions point to a recess in June for
a couple of months, a re-assembling in September,
if events require it, and then u recess until Decem-
ber. The present session cannnt possibly complete
its financial work before the last of June or the
early portion of July, and there will probably be
no adjournments for the National Conventions of

cither party.

—— A bill is about to be introduced in Congress
providing for the speed_\' disbandment of alfrtehc
negro troops in serviee, and for re-organizing the
game number upon terms which will seeure their
ultimate colonization in Liberia. More efficient
provision is to be made for their instruction while
in the service, and a sufficient amount of their
monthly pay is to be reserved to secure both their
fulfilment of the contract and a comfortable outfit
for themselves and fumilies wpon their landing in
Liberia. As there is no expenditure of money
from the treasury required by this plan further
than that already incurred, the idea is considereda
feasible one.

—— A new plow of a novel construction has just
been invent by a mechanic in San Francisco.
This plow.is. an adaptation of the screw_propeller
to the process of turning up theearth.  Instead of
a share, six iron blades are setina frame and geared
together after the fashion of a marine serew, and
the motion of the machine is also similar.  The
blades dip into the ground as they revolve, and not
only turn and pulverize the carth, but also serve
to aid in propelling the machine. This plow can
be driven either by steam or horse power, and will
trench a strip from six to eight feet wide. The
working model of this machine Las been found to
perforn quite well,

———The Athens (Ga.) Bannerrelates an instance
of & young man living about twenty wiles from
Athens, who leased a farin containing 300 or 400
acres, most of it well worn. He worked four or
five hands, made over twenty bales of cotton, a
large erop of potatocs, over 400 bushels of' corn,
and with the proceeds of his erop bought the furm,
a few days ago, payivg $1,100 for it. In good
times the plice was worth over $3,000. This is
but an illustration of what well directed industry
will do, anywhere in the South. If our young
men, instead of looking towards Hondurus or Bra-
zil, would go to work with encrgy right here at
home, they would soon find that it would pay.—
Our lunds are not yet exhausted.

—— This being leap year, the present month,
February, has twenty-nine days, and as it was
ushered in on Saturday, it will tuke its departure
on the sawe day, so there will be five Saturdays in
this, the shortest month of the ., year. This may
seem somewhat singular and curious, and has been
noted as such. It may be inquired in what num-
ber of years will the like happen again. The an-
swer is.easy. It will happen again in 1896, after
the lapse of twenty-eight years. At the next leap
year, 1n 1872, there will be five Thursdays in Feb-
ruary; in 1876, five Tuesdays; in 1880, five Sun-
days; and o on, a retrogression of two days in
the week for every leap year for seven returns,
until Saturday recurs again in 1896, when there
will be five Saturdays,— C'harleston. News.

——The Adjutant-General who was_appointed
Secretary ‘of War ad interim by Mr. Johnson, is
General Lorenzo Thomas, one of the oldest officers
in the army, having reached his sixty-eighth year.

nately for these Constitution-makers, Bowever, the
Act of Congress under which they are called to-
gether, requires the adoption of a republican form
of Government, not repugnant to the Constitution
of the United States. That Constitution declares
that: ‘““No State shall pass any ex post fucto
law, or any law impairing the obligation of con-
tracts” ; plain and forcible words not easily misun-
derstood, even by minds unaccustomed to constru-
ing laws. The Convention, if it is anything'at all,
is nothing more thanthe sovereign body of a State,
and can no more go beyond the provisions of that
Constitution, than a Legislatare could. It is
plain, therefore, that a Convention of a State can-
not aonul the Constituiton of the United States.
This Homestead clause is an apparent attempt to
do that very thing, so far as its retrospeetive bear-
ing is concerned. It may stand good as to future
contracts as longasthe instrument lasts, but it can-
not have an ex post facto bearing, and can give no
present relief. The Courts caunot recoguize its
validity as to existing obligatious.

The deceptive part of this performance arises
from the fact that the members of the Convention,
evinced, in the discussion of the subject, a knowl-
edge of the incfficiency of the proposed relief, but
have, nevertheless, put forth the clause, in artful
disguise; as a bait to draw voters to the polls on
the day of clection.

If Congress were to adopt a general homestead
exemption, its coustitutionality would be question-
able ; although it would appear that if no State
could pass such alaw, the Congress of all the
States might. Similar wording covers the validity
of the legal tender Act, und itis even yet some-
what doubtful whether or not greenbacks are a
legal tender. We advise our readers to beware of

such cheats, and not vote for the Constitution
solely because it contains a homestead exewption.

CO-PARTNERSIIIP FARMING.

One of the difficnlties in the way of our farmers,
is the want of capital to cultivate their land asit
ought to be cultivated. Indeed, this is often the
only real difficulty to be overcome, especiully in
the case of young men willing to labor with their
own hands. Many of these rcturned from the
war without the weans to purchase stock or imple-
wents, and without the land to work upon. In
the interval which has clapsed since that time,
the vast wajority of this class have, somehow or
other, Leen enabled to waintain thewselves, either
by working for others or upou rented lands,  Still,
even if they have acquired something. they labor
under the inevitable disadvantages of operating
on & small capital.

Under these eircumstances, it is to be regreted
that the plan of cewbining the capital of several
individuals and working it in partnership, has not
been tried.  The value of combivation is well un-
derstood and often taken ndvantage of, in every
other branch of industry exeept farming. When
a merchant desires to go into business, or a manu-
facturer to put np a factory, and his capital is too
small, what does he do? Instead of going to work
on a small scale, he almost always seeks a partuer
with capital sufficient to make up the desired a-
mount; and thus both accomplish what neither
could have done alone. It scems reasonable to
conclude that a plan which has so often been suc-
cesstully tried in commerce, ought to produce
equully advantageous results when applied to farm-
ing.

Suppose, for instance, there are ten young men
whose property would average three hundred dol-
lars each, but, when cowbined, would amount to
three thonsand. 1t-is clear that each of them
would be ecompelled to work on quite a small scale,
to dispense with some things which would greatly
assist him, and to buy or borrow others that are
indispensable to his success. Onpe or two wagons
would suffice for the ten united; but each would
need one, if working alone, and it is thé casc with
many other things. Now, if they were to form a
company, with shares at $100, and divide the
profits according to the stock held by each part-
ner, they would save in the quantity of implements
for making a start, and, because of buying more
largely, would get them at less expense.

There are objactions, it is true, to partnerships,
as well as advantages; but these can be avoided,

VIRGINIA.
‘The proceedings of the Virginia Couvention for
the past week, present but little of general inter-
est, Expletives, more pointed than polite, have
again become quite common amongstthe members,
Tn a debate, it was asserted that the white men of
the State never would submit to negro rule, and
the men who fought under Lee would sooner come
out and lie in the graves with those who had gone
before them. The name of Lee elicited applause
from the white speetators, which was checked by
the Chair.
GEORGIA.

The Georgia Convention has adopted a section
of the Constitution exempting manufacturers and
all institutions of learning from taxation; and a
clause providing that in the Legislature, a majori-
ty, instead of two-thirds, shall hereafter decide all
questions. . A resolution requesting the legislature
to compel all common carriers to provide equal
accommodations, irrespective of class or color, was
lnid on the table, A report from the Homestead
Committee was presented, which exempts from
exccution and sale, $2500 worth of real estate,
and $2000 worth of personal property.

FLORIDA.

Last weck General Meade visited the Florida
Convention, and through his influence the Conven-
tion was re-organized, and both factions are now
working in harmony. Richards, late president of
the convention, and Saunders, a colored member,
were both expelled, and have gone to Washington
with the constitution made by their faction,

MISSISSIPPL
The Mississippi Convention does not seem to be
getting along any smoother than some of the oth-
ers. On the 17th quite a row occarred. Such
epithets as liar, dog, scoundrel and coward, were
freely used ; and one member, standing in the mid-
dle aisle, announced his readiness to give satisfac-
tion to anybody who felt aggrieved.

ARKANSAS,
The Arkansas Convention has adjourned, sub-
ject to the call of the President. An election on
the question of adopting the Constitution, is or-
dered to be commenced on the 16th of March and
continue for five days.

CONGRESSIONAL NEWS.

In the Senate, the Judiciary Committee have
reported & bill providing that a majority of voters,
without reference to the number registered, shall
decide all clections under the Reconstruction Acts,
including the adoption of the Constitutions, Duly
registered persons are to be permitted to vote in
any part of the State upon the presentation of a
certificate. _

Sumner presented a petition from the citizeng of
Massachusetts, praying the abolition of the Presi-
dential office as dangerous to the republic. The
following is an extract from the petition :

“The Presidency is a copy of royalty. Itisan
essentially unrepublican institution; forit exaltsan
individual into a ruling power over the rest of the
population. It is a constantly menacing, growin
cause of danger to the republic, whose event
ruin it must inevitably occasion. If it does not
cause such ruin by-direet violent subversion, it
must effect the same through corruption ; for the
Presidency is the source of universal corruption.
In the opinion of the petitioners the earliest pos-
sible abollishmcnt of the Presidency is imperative-
ly necessary to secure the republic from the loss of
its liberties through the ascendency of the Execu-
tive power. To avoid these dangers they sug$est
that Congress propose an amendment to the Con-
stitution nbolisRing the Presidency and transferring
the executive functions to an administrative com-
mission or Congressional ministry, to be chosen by
(ongress from their own body.”

Trumbull introduced a bill, which was referred,
defining the jurisdiction of the Courts of the U.
States. Itisin effect asfollows: ‘It provides that
all the Courts of the United States shall be bound
by the acts of Congress on political questions, and
that it rests with Congress to determine what gov-
ernment is the established one in any State ; and
it is declared that no civil State governments exist
in the excluded States of the South; and no so-
called civil governments in such States shall be re-
cognized by either the execative or the judicial
power of the United States until Congress shall so
provide, or until said States are represented in the

New—irorirTenits {08 307,000 wyoarsisRood -
Wright is the-nampe.of 8 pewspaper firm in Wis-
consin.*********Two Chinamen, of Canton, recently
committed suicide to save themsclves the expense
of a law suit.**:****"The Washington correspon-
dent of the Radieal Chicago Republican, says that
Mr. Washburne wrota all of Gen. Grant’s letters
to the President.*******“When the Pacific Railroad
is completed, a traveler may go around the world
in three months.********The Empress Eugenie's
moustache is said to rival her husbands, ********"The
Cincionati Commercial has been sued for libel for
calling & man a gas pipe.”***""""The keeper of the
Georgia Penitentiary notifies sheriff that he has
no money and cannot send for prisoners. Each
county must send up its own delegates to that in-
stitution. “The President has nominated Gen,

McLellan as Minister to England, vice Charles F.

Adams, resigned,”****The Supreme Court has
postponed all questions involving the constitution-

ality of the Legal Tender act until the next term.

EDITORIAL INKLINGS.
Yalue of a Good Road.

——1It is well known that the value of land is, to
some extent, dependent upon its accessibility to
market. Tand situated close to a good road, is
always worth more than the. same quality of land
cut off from it by a bad road ; but few persons are
aware how much this difference of location does
affect the price of land. We find a good illustra-
tion of the value of a good road in raising the price
of land, in the Country Gentleman. A subscriber
to that journal, writing from Baltimore County,
Md., says that 2 turnpike, six milesin length, is
now being constructed in his neigborhood. At
one end of the road, is a tract of Jand containing
one thousand acres, which has been for sale for
several years without finding a purchaser ; because
the road leading to it was so bad that no one would
buy it, although the quality of the land is very
good. The owner has now advanced its price $25
per acre, which makes- his tract worth $25,000
more than it was before the turnpike was com-
menced—a sum more than sufficient to have built
theroad. And from the experignce of other sec-
tions of the country, the rule holds good that a
good road will more than pay for the money spent
on it, by the additional value it gives to the land
it passes through. On the other hand, a bad
road is a very expensive luxury, both on account of
its depreciating Jandsand the additional cost which
it throws upon those who are obliged to haul their
crops to marketiover it. The wagons used upon
such a rvad are frequent visitors to the black-
smith’s shop, the loads small, and the extra time
consumed in hauling the crops would probably suf-
fice to put it in good order.

The U. 8. Marshal for South Carolina.

—— Some time ago a paragraph appeared in the
Charleston News to the effect that a petition was
in circulation in that city, asking for the removal
of J. P. M. Epping, as United States Marshal for
South Carolina. A few days after the appearance
of the paragraph alluded to above, a Washington
telegram was published in the papers announcing
that the President had nominated Dr. Thomas Sim
for the position. The Neles identifies Dr. Sim,
after the following fashion, and informs us who
heis:

“Dr. Sim is understood to be a Northern gen-
tleman of some ability, who located in South Caro-
lina after the war and_engaged in planting. Du-
ring the war he wasa Surgeon in the Uniteﬁ States
Army. aod we have b is the one who enjoyed

the distinguished honor of removing the leg of Ma-
jor-General Sickles, after that officer was wounded
at the battle of Gettysburg. Tollowing the for-
tunes of (Feneral Sickles to South Carolina, he was,
for a time, in one of the burcaus connected with the
Post, after which be_turned his attention to the
more charming pursuit of agriculture,”

The following paragraph, however, from the
Washington Star, indicates that the News may be
“barking up the wrong tree,” for one time, at
least: -

“Among the nominations sent in to the Senate

on Friday was that of W. Gilmore Simms, the
Southern novelist, to be United States Marshal for
the District of South Carolina. OJ)positioniamade
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papers for the removal. Gen. Burns has assumed
the duties of the position, and the News furnishes
the following as to who he is:

.. General Burns is par excellence a soldier. Born
in Ohio, he was_appointed a cadet at West Point
from that State in 1842. - Graduating in 1847, he
served through the Mexican war, aruf distinguish-
ed himself not only by his gallantry in_the field,
but by an exhibition of executive ability as the
ary Alealds or Mayor of the City of Mexico
after its occupation by Gen. Scott. Subsequently
he was erred to East Pascagoula, Miss., an
then commenced that roving, rambling, nomadic
career which makes every “‘old army” officer a
cosmopolite. We find him on frontier duty at
Fort Smith, Arkansas; at Fort Gibson, in the In-
dian territory, in 1850 ; on the Rio Brazos in 1852
and 1853 ; scouting among the Camanches in 1854
and dividing his time between murdering mosqui-
toes and capturing Seminole Indians in f’luridn in

1856-T.
In 1858 he was appointed Captain of Staff and
d in 1859 a Captain

Commissary of Subsistence, an
in the 5th'fnfnntry. The first year of the war he
was Commissa ﬁll'r of Subsistence of the Department
of Qhio, and filled that office during General Me-
(lellan’s capaign in Western Virginia. On the
28th September, 1861, he was appointed a Briga-
dier-General of Volunteers; was su uem}y en-
sﬁ in the siege of Yorktown, the battles of Fair
, Savage Station (where he was wounded),
and Malvern Hill. For gallant conduct in these
engagements he was brevetted Lieutenant-Colonel
in the regular army ; was engaged in the battle of]
Fredericksburg, and all sorts of kirmishes ; recei-
ved more brevets; was made Major-General of
volunteers ; resigned the last named comntission
in 1863 ; was assigned to his old duties as Commis-
sary of Subsistence ; made President of an Exami-
nmﬂ.Bogrd of Counmissioners for the Third Milita-
ry District ; brevetted Brigadicr-General for meri-
torious services, and, a the war, assigned
to this department as the Chief Commissary of
South_Carolina, and Supervising Comwmissary of
Greorgia and Florida. .
. Last, but not least, in this catalogue of honors,
is his appointment as Mayor_ of Charlesion.

COLUMBIA CONTRIBUTORIAL

BY JAS. WOOI? DAVIDSON.

OOLUMBIA,80UTHUAROLINA, 24TH FEBRUARY, 1868

Sudden Death.

The death of Mr. James S. Guignard, an esti-
mable and venerable citizen of Columbia, shocked
the community, by its suddenness, last week. He
was found dead near the city, having fallen from
his horse while riding. The cause was appoplexy.
Fish.

The fish market is fuller than we have ever
known it at the same time of the year. Shad,
flounders, and black-fish can be had regularly ; but
prices are high—shad, from $1 to $1.50 apiece;
flounders, about half that price ; and black-fish at
a corresponding rate.

Hogs.

The warshals are busy these fine early-spring
dayr, we see, at gathering in all the loose swine
they find about the streets. They take dogs, ropes,
and a wagon ; and bag their prey with great ease
and skill.

In this connection we advised the Man about
Town be a little careful in going about the streets;
but he flatly told us that he did not see any sense
in our advice.

A Willing Captave.

At a recent meeting of the Chamber of Com-
merce in Charleston, Major Theodore G. Barker,
in response to a toast, made a handsome and spir-
ited little speech full of fire and point. Speaking

utive a willing captive [great cheering],’” efc.

This is heavy on the Executive; and we doubt
if that functionary will see much fun in it.

Great Cheerers, however, did see fun in it.

At the University. .

The Lecture of Dr. LaBorde on Sir Walter Scott,
last week, was in every respect an eminently sue-
cossful one. The complex character of Scott—the
broad humanity that marked him among authors
and among men—was given in the happiest style;
and the learned Lecturer kept, with remarkable
tact, the just mean between the gravity of mere
logical analysis and the levity of a conversational
sketch—the happy link between learning ofi:the
desk snd the culture of the drawing-room. It was
interesting throughout; in parts graphic; and at
the close touching. The broad and eatholic hu-
manity of the subject found an earnest and sym-
pathising delineator in the Lecturer.

. The next lecture in the series will be delivered
onThursday, the 27th., by Prof. Sachtleben, whose
subject is Goethe's Faust, Fart First.

This week was the one assigned to Prof. Darby ;
but that gentleman's lectureis postponed, until the
following week—Thursday, the 5th of March,
New Books. 2

We mentioned a few weeks ago that Her Majes-
ty, Queen Victoria, has recently published her sec-
ond book. Her first was a kind of life of her

dear Albert’’ though it is entitled Leaves from the
Journal of Our Life in the Highlands from 1848
t01861. ‘The Harpers, of New York, have just got
them out an American reprint of this Leaves, il-
lustrated with two steel engravings. The book is
very light, every-day-life-like dowestic, and chat-
ty ; and withal a readable book, because of the pe-
culiar life and romantic localities treated of. It
will doubtless endear Her Majesty to her own sub-
jeets, in that it exhibits her as an earnest and wo-
manly sovereign, full of good impulses and good
works ; and it is a curious thing to the Awerican
reader ; but it will not in itself contribute any great
deal to Her Majesty's literary reputation. Mr.
Bryan, of J. J. MeCarter's bookstore, of this city,
bas done us the favor of this royal Journal, which
they have on sale at $1.75 acopy. They havealso
almost everything else in the literary line that you
could call for. .

We have just received & copy of the seventh edi-
tion of Mrs. Margaret J. Preston’s charming war
poem, entitled Beechenbrook, published in Balti-
more.

The cheap editions of the novels of Dickens, at
925 cents a volume, are attracting some attention ;
and ure really—that of Peterson-at least—very
nicely gotten out. Appleton also has a cheap edi-
tion at prices varying from 15 to 35 centsa volume,
of which, however, the print is very small. In the
way of small print, the Diamond Edition is & mar-
vel of typographical neatness.

We have the pleasure this week of acknowledg-
ing the favor of copies of the following three novels
of the Harper series, from Duffie & Chapman, who
have these books (to say nothing of a large stock
of others) for sale: 1—Guild Court, by George
MacDonald. This is a story of life in London ; and
receives most of its tragic interest from the mazes
of British law in the contested ownership of prop-
erties, its characters being mainly of the mercan-
tile class. Mr. MacDonald, best known as the
author of Annals of a Quiet Neighborkood, is an
Englishwan. Guild Court is in paper, and sells
for 50 cents. 2.—Margaret's Lngagement is .an
anonymous work. It also is a story of English
life; and to a great extent of money-life, but has a
good deal also of aristocracy and a spice of nobility.
It turns upon money ; with love, law, and meanness
revolving around it, There is a good lot of family
fusses, and a sprightly shower of witty and pointed
dialogue. It belongs to the same series as the
foregoing, is in the same style, and sells at the same
price. 3—Brownlows, by Mrs. Oliphant. This
is also a story of English commercial life, the prin-
cipal seene being Dartfordshire. . The heroine is a
lawyer's daughter and the hero a lawyer’s clerk;
the main interest being inherited money, the side
issues being love and litigation. The mystery is
well managed, and the stretch of interest well sus-
tained ; and it ends well The price is 374 cents.

husband ; and this second one. is also full of “my| g g |

of Rev. A. Whyte, deceased.
Dr. John May—Wanted,
T. 15 Dob?::n & Co.—New Orleans Molasses.

# —Corn Starch.
“ “ “ _Garden
% b # _Bank Bills Wanted.

W. B. Williams—Revenue Taxes.
L % _Whiskey for Sale.

RETURK DAY.-

The number of suits in the Common Pleas Court
entered for the York Spring Term, up to Return
Day, on last Saturday, was small, numbering only
seventy, passing through the Sheriff's handa.—
Some of these were for renewal of old executions.

BANERUPTOY.

There have been referred to W. L. CLawsox,
Register in Bankruptey, at this place, up to this
date, one hundred petitions for voluntary bank-
ruptey. A large number of these are from York
District, and others from Union, Spartanburg,
Lancaster, Chester, Newberry, Kershaw, Chester-

he|field, Fairfield, Richland, Greenville, Abberille,

Anderson and Pickens Districts. Only two refer-
ences for involuntary bankruptcy have been made.

IMPORTANT FROM WASHINGTON.

THE PRESIDENT REMOVES STANTON.
GEN, L THOMAS APPOINTED IN HIS PLACE.
Stanton shows Fight and appeals to Congress.

GENERAL THOMAS ARRESTED AND
RELEASED ON BAIL.

THE SECRETARY'S OFFICE GUARDED
BY SENTINELS. '

: S egE .
STANTON WILL NOT GIVE UP,

THE PRESIDENT T0 BE IMPEACHED.
&c.y &c.y &c.

On Friday last, the President sent the following
communication to Mr. Stanton: ’ :

Execurrve MansioN,
‘WasaINGTON, February 21, 1868,

Sm: By virtue of the powerand authority vest-
ed in me a8 President, by the Constitution and laws
of the United S you are hereby removed from
office as Secretary of the Department of War, and
your functions as such will terminate upon the re-
ceipt of this communication. You wﬂfpgnd‘ar to
Brevet Major-General Lorenzo Thomas, Adjutant-
(Feneral of the army, who has this day been author-
ized mdempowmedensSéuutﬁoanrad
tnterim, all records, books, pa and other pub-

lie prog;y not;'r ui]n your
y you
(Signed) .~ ANDREW JOHNSON,
President.
To ﬂheﬂ Hon. EpwiN M. Sraxron, Washington,

Immedmtuly after the meeting of Congress, the
following_ communication from Stanton, was pre-
sented in the House and Senate : : T

" WAaAR DEPARTMENT,
WasamngToN Crry, February 21, 1868.

Sir: General Thomas has just delivered to me
a copy of the enclosed order, which you will please
communiuate to the House of Representatives.

Your obedient semnth
: EDWIN M. STANE})N

T tho Hotuse, smumedintely ahtsr the-reading of
Stanton's communication was concladed, Mr. Co-
vode moved the adoption of articles impeaching
the President. Mr. Nicols objected.

The Speaker decided that it was a privileged
question ;. but the matter was finally referred to the
Reconstruction Committee.

General Lorenzo Thomas, has officially accepted

will apply to the Courta to expel Stanton.
. LATER.
W ABHINGTON, February

After an Executive session of seven hours the
Senate passed a resolution to-day that the Presi-
dent had no right to remove Mr. Stanton.

At eight o'clock this morning General Thomas
was arrested on & warrant issuedg by Judge Carter,
of the Supreme Court of the District of E'?Jlumbia,
on the afidavit of Mr. Stanton, for an alleged vio-
lation of the Tenure of Office Law, but was sub-
sequently released upon giving bail in the sum of
five thousand dollarsto appearon Wednesday next.
Both Houses of Congress met to-day for busi-

ness.

Stanton encamped in the War. Office last night,
and is still in possession.

The Reconstruction Committee has decided, by a
vote of 7 to 2, to prefer articles of impeachment a-
gainst the President, in consequence of his recent
action in reference to Mr. Stanton. The negative
votes were cast by Messrs. Brooks and Beck, the
two Democratic members of the Committee.

General Thomas th;tey hae wgrulnid not gi
nor o n Thomas
m:gmd that he had also instructed” all
%i employees of the Department not to obey him
e otk Ganerd Thaaa e b penlagal

him. They assured him of the support of all the

Republican members; that their party would act
a3 o unit in both Houses, and now that impeach-
ment is fairly ina ted; there would be no fal-
tering until the matter istinally settled. ,
Af%ﬂr “the im nent resolution passes the

House to-morrow, Stanton will go home, as his
friends think that after that event the President
will not venture on any Eggmmive movement.

It is ascertained that Grenerals Grant and Emo-

, the latter commanding the Department, will
;{ey no orders of the President which conflict with
the Tenure of Office Act or the expressed will
the Senate. It has not transpired
the President has issued or intends
such orders.

In the whole wmatter, so far, the President has
confined himself to civil proceedings, and
rected that an application be made to the Court
to-morrow for & writ of quo warranto against Stan-

ton.

Theexcitement to-day has been great, butevents
 have made no progress, and this evening public
gentiment is toning down. The more wﬂs of the
Radicals assure their listeners that three days will
do the work, but with each hour they are growing
e ouse. adjourned last night at hal?

e Houso adjo ight at Lalf-past 11
o'clock, to meet to-day at tnala,.ms e

Nearly all the Democratic members of Con
Mr. Seward, and many prominent citizens ana
strangers, m!fed'on the President to-day. The ex-
citement which pervades other circles is not per-
ceptible at glée {;113 Honuge. fiee

e President nomi”uated‘lﬁmulim‘ , of
Ohio, a8 Secretary of War. TR '

The following preamble and resolution of Seng-
tor Wilson were passed by a vote 0&'2%& 6: W'

““Whereas the Senate has received #nd consid-
ered a communication of the President, stati
that he had removed E. M. Stanton,

ral of

War, and has designated the Adjutant
 Rowivad 1 e Senate of
“Therefore, be it Resolved by the Senate of the

to issue any

the position of Secretary of War ad iferin, 40d |jaw

i

of | legislation of the Co

owever, that|G

has di- |the

As we are unable to send our usual contribution
from Chester, by reason of our absence, we send
instead, a few lines from this city, where our busi-
ness has called ua. i 51 &
The Convention is the great object of interest
here, at this time, to strangers. The natives seem
to ignore its existence; utterly.  They ravely speak
of it and never visit it, imagining that someodour,
not of sanctity, would render the atmosphere dele-
terious to white people. Not having any such
scraples, we have attended two sittings of the
body, ‘and must confess considerable surprise” at
finding it so well behaved, and parliamentary forms
and usages so generally and strictly observed. The
colored element decidedly predominates, and gives
the Convention the air of a negro assemblage, The
delegates all sit together—no separation of races
being attempted—the white members séeming on
terms of great familiarity with their colored breth-

The President, A. G. Mackey, Esq., is a very
good presiding officer. Some of the secretaries
and the door keepers are negroes, the latter having
the appearance of ‘‘corn-fieid hands.”

There are a few respectable white men in the
Convention, who are li o with respéctful at-
tention. On the occasions when we were present,
the negroes certsinly bore off the palm of supe-
riority in oratory. ‘Some of them spoke very well
indeed. The debate, which was on the subject of
treason to the State, was very spirited, and would
not have been considered inferior in most delibera-
tive assemblies. 5
Some of the colored speakers ‘surprised us very
much by their good sense, ease of manner and fa-
miliarity with all the rules of order and courtesies
of debate. . Among those most remarkable, were
Whipper, Wright and Langley, from Beaufort—
all black; Cardoza, Delarge, and a few others,
spoke well. They, however, are bright mulattoes,
and have more white than negro blood. From all
that we saw, we think Whipper oue of the ablest
and best tempered men in the body. Altogether,
we believe the colored element there superior to the
white. With' very few éxceptions, there are no
white men in the body of any character, though it
is not such 'a grotesque assemblsge as it has been
represented bysome, < 7o

The great object in view is the formation of &
Statée Government, which will be ‘thoroughly in
harmony with the Black Republican party in_the
North.  If this ' object can be accomplished, we
think there is a disposition to frame a Constitution
which will be acoepted by the majority of the péo-
ple of the State. The repudiation of contracts;
based upon negro property, is & bid for popular ac-

ceptance,

A liberal homestead provision will, in all proba-
bility, be a part of the Constitution, and will, it is
thought, make the new Government popular with
those who, by resson of their debts, would be
stripped of all their property if the old regime con-
tinues, AL
Of course, they will make suffrage universal.
No disfranchisement of whites will be incorporated
in the Constitution at present proposed. -

There is great opposition to the Judiciary sys-
tem, as proposed by the Committee. Very mate-
rial modifiestions will, in all probability, be made
before it is adopted. There’ seems a disposition
now, to erect a respectable system, and some influ-
ences are &t work to produce those changes in the |
plan proposed, which will remove ‘its most
tionable features. At one time, it was thought
that the @Buvention would eontinue in office all
of theold Jddges and Chancellors; but there seems
little hope of that now. A few of the Judges are
 very obnoxious to the Conyention. Judge Ward-

'is particularly objectionable to the negroes, on

_ | aceount of ‘his alleged paternity of the old “‘Black

Code," framed in 1865, Judge Inglis is riotliked;
because it is alleged that he drew the ordinance of
secession,. ‘Judge Aldrich, beeause of his conflict
with Canby. With these exceptions, the Coriven-
tion might be disposed to retain all of the" 'other
Judges, were it not that they are afraid that their
repudiation and homestead schemes, would be de-
clared unconstitutional by the Courts.” On'this
account, they will endeavor to have the Judicisry
entirely in harmony with the principles of the
Radical party. £

The Convention will probably nominate all the
State Officers before it adjourns. Thos. J." Rob-
ertson, of Columbis, is an avowed candidate fer
(Governor, without opposition as yet. He has a
bad record as a hard, cruel master, in the days of
slavery, and .many ugly Btories are told of him.
He attempts to neutralize all of thesp faults by a
viperous hatred of everything that is noblle and

After his release from custody, Adjutant-Gener- g Py e
l Thomas found his office door locked and Stanton |8e0erous in our State and her fustitutions: His
had the key. _Generu Thomas went to Stanton’s |money Will probably secure the nomination here.
office and found him, Generals Howard and Dent,| A. G. Mackey and My. Rutlgnd, ‘are the candi-
and ten members of resent. Sentinels|dates for U.'S. Sedstor." Whittem proba:
guarded each of the doors of the department, and Mackey probabili-
visitors were only admitted after their cards had ; Tothat 1s Hid de-
been inspected. Several cards were presented for| * -..'5"._ o g
General Thomas, but admission was refused him. i of poasi-

Col. Moore, the President's Private Secretary, rol Ggv. Orr will be
called to see Mr. Stanton, but admission was re- her U, 8, Benator. He is said to be in en-

. :-:11_ ™ ot m : 3 I rwith th 'M‘ ntion '—1.’__ ' e

enel omas rem in 's room | of Greenville ; Goss, of Uni ek’
until half-past twelve o'clock, when he left the War Yok e ¢ 3 J 7 }’:-LN*
Office. ing their interview Stanton notified S e R %‘?V-H. Bt‘h

interview with the President, during which the| . . =0
latter gaid that he desired to test the'whole matter] 'SATURDAY, e
legally in the Courts. t - | sembled at the
STILL LATER. e g+ | T3 Robertso
- WasHiNgroN, F y.23. | “That the general
Stanton has been lodging in the War’ noe | quested. to. asue an orde

last Friday. He was recommended to this course|South Carolina, suthorizing any attorney. solicitor 1
by Congressmen, who apprehended that an at-{or cou: dmitted to practice in of the
tempt would be made to take possession of the of-| Courts'of the United States, or in any Court of
fioa by force, Record in any Btats, aud vsdsat n this Stai
. General Grant yesterday detailed Colonel Carr,(to practice in ‘Einmiﬂw Courts. of this State.’
a member of General Emory’s staff, to remain at %&wﬂw ittee on the Judiciary.
i O s o g Lo b T b i, e ke sy ki

rge number of members . ; D petitioning : ove
on Stanton to-day, and heldlong mm% ' of dollars to the SM& Carolina,

to cnable freedmen and others to purchase landsin
small tracts. The remainder of the day was con-
sumed in debating the resolution, without reaching
ani'lcl]:ﬁmte usion.
) News, in commenting on the day's proceed-
says: ]
i debate yesterday devéloped the fact that
the freedman is determined to have land. If he
cannot get it by purchase with the publiofunds, he
will secure it by a system of taxation s0 onercus,
that_evaliy unplanted acre must be sold by the
sheriff. is the long and short of the proposed
nvention, and of gm next
The colored delegates are
0'it, and you might as well attempt to
compromise with them as to make an'oyster walk.
Theyhave ﬁmg the banner onhthe gute: walls, and
motto thereon is—'‘Death and destruction
big plantations.” =

Monpay, F huaumf'?mﬁ!co vention

y L€l - i
?::hled at the hour mB:IV:ieh.it was ;lrhoumedg
Pt oy comumit Ligatos, oes

tn lkpusilag the e Socnpiog 10 the Nows,
 th on, we petition Con-
Ereasfora million of dollars?* The ion was
kept up from eleven to half-past two, when the
previous question’ was called and the matter
brought to
mittee, aski

a direct vote. Thereport of the Com-
nittee, 1 the loan, was sustained, and the pe-
tition will go forward on its mission.- We observe
that Senator Wilson nelemhed to the Conven-
tion, that it is all ““love’s [abor lost,” and that the
mmgneywdlmbcforthwmng' . - Lo the poor ne-

pledged to- it,

—

- IWENTY-NINTH DAY.
» ToEspaY, February 18.—The Convention as-
sembled at 104 o’clock. The consideration of the
ve part of the Constitution was resumed,

and the sections embraced in it u;lanto the thirty-

the Army as Secre
United States, That under the ituf
Jaws of tho Diited Siates, the Poessdent has oo

fifth were adopted, with batlittledebate, and passed
ha_@:mm&ng_. guatha“oh_urseofa;ualove"
met with an. obstruction, snd the heavy artillery



